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#158 | Mus6é Gonnosuke 
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--SASAKI | 
KOJIRO. 













YOU'RE JUST 
TRYING TO 

















YOU 
y WON'T GET 
RECRUITED 
§, BRANDISHING 
THAT BANNER | 





y 

\ DELUSIONS 

\ AND GO BACK 
TO FARMING! (/"\, 















































FIRST TIME. | 
IT MUST BE 
EXCITING. 














ACCEPT 


DEFEAT!! > 
ig 


SASAKI 
KOJIRO, 
MASTER 
OF THE 


WALK AWAY 

FROM THAT 
SURPRISE 
ATTACK 
WITHOUT 

REDEEMING 

vy MY REPLTA- 
TION AS 

CHAMPION!! 





gil} 


\ 


-- SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 




































































; 7 ITTOSAI!! 





I NEVER 
EXPECTED IN 
MY WILDEST 
DREAMS ID 


{| GET TO MEET 
THE LEGENDARY Zl 
MASTER ITO 


ITTOSAI.... 


HMM... 
WHERE 
SHALL WE 


HM DEVELOP MY i 
Ey STYLE THE WAY fp 
YOU CREATED 
YOUR ITTO ffi 


; MY VILLAGE 


TO BECOME 
A FAMOUS , 
SWORDSMAN! }5 


SENSEI, 
WHERE 


HEADED? 





il \ 
Xs 


WHAT 
DID You 
MEAN 
BY THE 
“STAGE?” 


aa 





THEN YOU 
1 KOJIRO, WHAT 
REFUSED P To : a Nn DOES IT MEAN 
MING YOU { TO BE READY 
. ; FOR THE 
bs STAGE?! 











.- SASAKI 
KOJIRO... 
IS HE 
HERE? 








TO BE 
INVINCIBLE 














IT IS 
BECAUSE J 
AM IN FACT 

THE INVINCIBLE 





SASAKI 
KOJIRO!! 


I 
REQUEST 
A MATCH 
| WITH YOU. 



































r. <10 
TEST THEIR 
SKILL AND 
SPIRIT. 















PREPARED 









= TO MEET 
fi THEIR END 
KOJIRO IN THIS 
WILL CUT 








PURSUIT. 
SUCH MEN Z 
DOWN. 





“KosIRO 
CANT 
HEAR A 


--BUT 
{ FOR SOME 
REASON HE'S 
4) DRAWN IN 
TO SUCH 
FIGHTS. 


READY TO 
ENTER SUCH £; 


4 " 




















WAS I 
STRONG? 

















M/Z, 


THEY WERE 
INVINCIBLE, 
THEYD 





e roe ager 
a , bs eee — 


eee 
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AP ye 


a canis 











CAREFREE 
AND YET... 








WHY CLT 
DOWN AN 
OPPONENT 
WHO ISN'T 
PLITTING HIS 
ENTIRE LIFE 
BEHIND HIS 


THERE'S 
NO POINT 
IN CLITTING 





WILLING 
TO RISK 
YOUR LIFE, f 





e BUT Ng £ yf py “KONIRO 
HE'S STILL ; feat 4 





FAIR! 






















Iefus\ DOESN'T SLIP 
tues 


OFF OF THAT / 
TD HAVE \ | 


UNSTABLE / 
FALLEN 


INTO THE 
RIVER!! 

















\\) LEARN 
i 4 \{ FROM 
TLL y 1 
BECOME lh KOJIRO. 
MUCH . 
STRONGER. 





NEED A 
SPARRING 
PARTNER... 





yoliLL BEY YOURE 
F. 


/ HELPLESS , DEAF... 
( IF I ATTACK 


YOU FROM 
\ eRe 


THIS IS 
WHAT YOU 
GET FOR 
MAKING 

























~Leottitire 


THEY'RE YOU DIDN'T 

OFF TO JOIN 

SEKIGA’ } THEM. 
~ 





GOING 
TO GO 
WATCH A 
BATTLE! 














( DISAPPOINTING. 
IT'S OVER. 
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Vf 


if 





LORD WOULD 

COMMEND 

ME FOR MY 
\ SPECTACULAR 








; : NUMBER ONE 
HE WOULD ‘Wor Fal ; SWORDSMAN 2% 
iat 4 i NS UNDER THE f 


iW 
INSTRUCTOR } GONNOSUIKE ( ] HEAVENS! 
oe ut 











MOTHER, 
FATHER... 








TM 
GLAD I 
WAS BORN A 
PEASANT. 





¥ ADVANCING BY 
THE SKILL OF 
\ YOUR SWORD 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
DEDICATED 





f YOU 
THREE! 















































MEN, EH, 
KOJIRO? 






































HE'S 
_ LAUGHING 


IN THIS 
BLOODBATH 
Hy 








THIS IS 
MY FIRST 
STEP 
TOWARDS “<A, 
THE TOP!) ( # 























--SHOULDN'T 
BE HERE. 





..AND 

I HAVE 
NO CHOICE 

BUT TO 
KILL YOU... 









































SO THEIR 
PRIMAL 
INSTINCTS 





THEY'RE 
NOT 
ENEMIES. 











#163 | Six O°Clock at 


Sekigahara ~ 


L 





ITS NO 
USE FOR 
YOU TO 
RESIST. 


YOU... 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
HAVING SLICH 
A HARD TIME 
WITH THESE 
BRATS?! 





a 
! you a 


| GENERAL i 
2 





ATTACK 
NOW!! 























ENOUGH 
TRAINING. 


COMPLETELY | 
SHRIVELED = 
AND 


I 
COMPLETELY 
TOOK IT 


FOR 
GRANTED... 























TLL 
HAVE A 
BRAVE 
DEATH/! 

















TRY CUTTING 
ME DOWN, 
GENERAL?! 
























































THAT 
WAS AN 
AMAZING 
RAMPAGE... 





(A BIT FURTHER AWAY...) 













I LEFT MY 
FOR af VILLAGE... 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT... 








TM A i 
FAILURE... 





#164| Refugee Hunters 




















HOUSES 
WERE BURNED 
DOWN, OUR 

FARMS 
DESTROYED. /g3 


bid 


OUR 
WOMEN ANI 
CHILDREN 


WERE TAKEN 
AWAY. 








WHAT WE 
LOST, RIGHT 
», EVERYONE? , 





YOU CAN'T 


RETURN HOME 
ALIVE ONCE 

YOU'VE BEEN 
DEFEATED. / 


THATS Whar 

ny FATHER 
PEASANTS WHO aot 
SUFFERED FROM 


THE WAR. 


WAR IS 
HELL IF 
YOU LOSE, 
HUH, 
KOJIRO? 








DEFEATED 
SOLDIERS 


WOULDN'T WANT 
TO DIE WITHOUT 
EVER HAVING 
PUT WHAT YOU 
GOT BETWEEN 
YOUR LEGS TO 
GOOD USE, NOW 
WOULD YOU! 








} THE REWARD 
y FOR CAPTURING 
ISHIDA MITSUNARL, 
THE LEADER OF 
THE WESTERN 
ARMY IS? 


MM 
VILLAGE IS 
EXEMPT 
FROM THE 
ANNUAL 

















KOJIRO'S 
BACK 











TELL 
ANYMORE... 


KANEMAKI 
SENSEI... 


PLEASE 
LOOK 
AFTER 
KOJIRO!! 


you 


I MAY KNOW SAID YOU 
ABOUT MYSELF, ee Ne 
BUT I KNOW 
NOTHING ABOLIT 
OTHERS. 


I DONT 
HAVE ANY 
IDEA 
EITHER. 





TM NOT 
SUITED TO 
BRINGING LIP 
ANYONE. 


BUT ' 
THERE /S 
ONE THING 
I CAN DO 
FOR KOJIRO. 


I CAN 
HAVE HIM 
GO THROUGH 
WHAT I 





.-_BECOME 
ME. 

















THE 
TORCHES 
ARE 


GATHERING 
TOGETHER. 











ONLY MEAN 
ONE THING-- 
THEY CAPTURED 
ONE OF OUR 
COMRADES! 








NEED A 
PAIR OF 
PINCERS. 

















I 
HOPE ITS 
NOT OUR 

LORD. 














4 you 

FOOL. THERE'S 
NO CHANCE 
OUR LORD 
WOULD BE 
THERE! 


RIGHT. HE 

SHOULD BE 
FAR AWAY 
FROM HERE!! 


WITH HIM IN 
OSAKA. 

















WE NEED 


TO RID THESE 
OURSELVES OF 
ANYTHING ARE 
WE DON'T USELESS. 
NEED TO 


SURVIVE, 




















NEXT 
BATTLE'S 


SURVIVE 
BY CUTTING 
DOWN 
EVERYONE 
WHO COMES 





About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the bestselling manga SLAM QUANK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
{rom the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga. Most 
recently, Inoue has been nominated for a 2003 
Eisner Award for best wrter/artst. To date 
VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies through 
‘out the world. In addition to his numerous manga 
titles, Inoue also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, ONE ON ONE 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI, is a fictional account 
ofthe life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was master of the sword and was revered 
sa “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once-holding the 
Jong sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the eft. Musashi was also @ master of the 
“gentler arts'—he was a master of summie (black ink 
{drawings}, metalworking, and woodcarving, The 
films that comprise THE SAMURA/ TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 

were also based on Yoshikawa’s MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
‘MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
‘Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
‘comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
‘order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
‘name first, last name second, “Takehiko” is the 
author's first name and “Inoue" is his last name, 





Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Echizen 
Located in the northern part of present day Fukui Prefecture. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his 
own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of 
sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisai’s instruction. 


Muso Gonnosuke (dates unknown) 
Founder of the Shinto Musoryu school of martial arts which mainly utilized 
the wooden staff. Gonnosuke is said to have been one of the many to lose 
to Musashi in a duel. According to some accounts he defeated Musashi in a 
rematch 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to have 
studied the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of 
either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai, Kojiro was renowned for his 
Tsubame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” technique which was inspired by the 
‘movement of a swallow in flight. 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1858) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and 
the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the land was effectively 
ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo (damainal lords). Looking to 
expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with 
each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to 
unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his 
assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third ofall 
of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through @ 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an 
orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to 
Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule, Hideyoshi's death in 1598, however, present- 
ed the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the 
west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its fiveyearold heir, 


Toyotomi Hideyori Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo 
from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leadership. 
The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located 
in present-day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelm- 
ing victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule 
Japan for the next 250 years. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi’s boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he 
was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji, 
Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice 
‘was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno 
and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori 
discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has 
become an influential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial 
arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 
Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1871-1646) was one of Tokugawa’s key generals at the Battle 
of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official fencing instructor of 
the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the omer- 
suke—responsible forthe surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu 
clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plot 
ters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture 
take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori’s son, 
Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the 
people from evildoers 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1568) and the 
founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka 
Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it 
to form the Yoshioka style. n the context af Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as 
in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's 
sons who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi 
on numerous occasions. 


is Invincible under the sun! Sasaki Kojiro, 
d for his deadly “swallow-cut,” is the man 


nent in the most well-known duel in 
ese history. While Musashi is an 
en by pure instinct, Kojiro is an icy 
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